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due to his former sovereign, with the additional ties of gratitude for the superior ad-
vantages which he was allowed to possess with his new relation. The unexam-
pled lenity of our government in relinquishing to him the free and uncontrouled
rule of his Zemeedary subject to a limited annual fine, and the royalties of the
mint, administration of justice, and police, ought to have operated as an additio-
nal claim on his fidelity ; but evidently served to stimulate his ambition, and
perhaps to excite in his mind an opinion that he possessed an inherent right of self-
dependency.

I considered Cheit Sing as culpable in a very high degree towards our state, and
his punishment, of which I had given him frequent warnings if he did not amend
his conduct, as an example which justice and policy required equally for the repa-
ration of the wrongs which its dignity had sustained, and for the future preserva-
tion of its authority, I was resolved to draw from his guilt the means of relief to
the Company's distresses, and to exact a penalty which I was convinced he was able
to bear, from a fund which I was also convinced he had destined for purposes of the
most dangerous tendency to the Company's dominion. In a word, I had deter-
mined to make him pay largely for his pardon, or to exact a severe vengeance for
his past delinquency.

THOSE who have been accustomed to regard Cheit Sing as a vassal or tri-
butary Prince may revolt at the idea of treating him with such indignity, and
call it an oppression- They will suppose nothing due from him to the Company
but the payment of his stipulated tribute, and that the pledge of his exemption from
every othet claim. I suspect too that the deeds which passed between him and the
Board on the transfer of the Zemeedary to the Company in 1775 are by many
understood to bear the quality and force of a treaty of optional conditions between
equal states. To such I reply, that such an opinion is itself criminal to the state
of which he was a subject, and that he was himself amenable to its justice, if he gave
countenance to the belief. He paid no tribute to the Company; but a fixed an-
nual rent. The deeds by which he held his Zemeedary, and the Company their
claim to their portion of its revenue, were a Sunnud or grant, and a Potta or lease,

executed